STALIN
character of the men who formed his set, undermined his
prestige, Stalin, by cooking some of the documents,
contrived to minimize the role he had played in the
coup d'etat and the civil war, awarding all the glory to
himself. Trotsky attempted to bring off a coup de main
in November, 1927, the tenth anniversary of the re-
volution, and failed. In 1928, he was exiled, and the
following year he withdrew to Turkey.
To reinforce his prestige, Stalin conceived the idea of
kindling the fires of revolt in China. But the coups fetat
carried out by the military in Shanghai, Pekin, Canton
and Nankin were a rude shock to his policy. All he had
done was to send some hundreds of Chinese workers to
their death. Any other European political leader would
have reeled under such a blow. Not so, Stalin. He could
count on the blind obedience of the Cheka to see to it
that he should be the one and only source of information,
Come what might, his shrewdness would be held up to
admiration.
His Jewish acolytes, Zinoviev and Kamanev, of whom
he now wanted to be rid and against whom he thought
of working up an anti-Semite agitation, saved their heads
by redoubling their obsequiousness and protestations of
allegiance. They capitulated all along the line. But
henceforth the posts assigned to them were of second-rate
importance. Stalin, on the other hand, got the Four-
teenth Congress to appoint him life secretary of the party.
Feeling his position at last secure, he now thought him-
self able to put his economic theories into practice.
In 1928 he launched the Five Years* Plan,
The practical results of this plan, which was advertised
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